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“En hoexkens ende boexkens.” 


Westward with Columbus , by Gordon Stables, R.N., illustrated by 
Alfred Pearse, $s. 

Gulliver's Travels, illustrated by Gordon Browne, y. Two new 
volumes of the extensive library of books for young people, which Messrs. 
Blackie and Sons are now publishing. This firm deserves high com- 
mendation for the excellent type and get-up of these books. The first 
narrates the stirring adventures of Columbus in the discovery of America 
—a story which, as the author says: every British and American lad 
ought to know. He says he has tried to steer clear of all things that 
youths do not like, and has told the story in language as plain and simple 
as he could command. He confesses to have woven into the story a little 

pill of the Dean’s somewhat cynical ™ four . square ’gainst all the winds 
optimism, serenity, courage stand b hat on e expects 

that blow,” a self-sacrificing spirfi^^iigh ideals, a^ ^ ^ ^ 

to find in the writings of Swift, P ld » however useful it 

gradations by which corruption steals f ° ™ s ’ te p,” is not exactly 
may be to enable grown men to opp ■ English classic, and 

a healthy exercise for the young Soft G« ‘ cheap , is a good one, 

£ edition U sundry ohjeo.ionahl. passages 

"Xol or the Career of a Girl 

illustrated, as. M. Tins is anothe «f ^ „ ave been better 

nublishers. It is a weh meanl "» , ^ en crifted with a nobler 

had the good and self-sacrificing ro fohy merchant, however 

ambition than merely to ach eve - as a-^y 

" aays m nom ; 
b “ k y h ave my aft-hat is enough,” one („., Nicola) -Id have sa, . 
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tr> make — that is all I care for would have been the 

•« I have my fortune to maKe ^ Nicola cou ld be more bent on her 

explanation of the otherfo in his determination to become a 

profession than was Georg and pQWer m the great commercial 

prosperous merchant, and 

* - . • i J _ci rrVi nim 


rospei^u^ * . 

world.” • indication of a narrow and short-sighted aim here. 

Surely there is an by Louise Creighton, illustrations and 

A First History oj rr ^ can hardly be a more difficult task f or 
maps, y. 6d. Longman < *■ int0 litt le manuals of this kind, and yet 

a writer than to condens ^ ^ tQ beco me a mere bald narration of 
retain its readableness. ^ ^ Qn tbe memory or interest of the 
isolated facts which re ai ^ difficu]ties are very successfully grappled 
young reader. ln tni ood tea cher, who can give the necessary 

with, and in the tan of ^eat service. It is very necessary to give 
explanations, will pr f ° j been given to European history in 

X.“TMetrs Longman have provtded a large number of m„s, 

excellent manuals for the a wr j ter as Mrs. Creighton should 

have'fallerfinto the error with regard to the Battle of Sedan, that •• every 
one thought that the French would win, and great was *e surpr.se t when 
almost from the first the Prussians were victorious. 1 he French 

army as Mrs. Creighton afterwards says, •• was really tn bad order, and 
had poor generals.” This was very well known, and wherever authentic 
information was relied on it was believed that the French could not 
possibly win except through some great and almost inconcetva e 

catastrophe. , , 

Esther's Shrine , a Character Sketch, by Helen Milman, y. bd. lh 
couplet quoted on the title-page warns the reader what to expect— 

“ When she was good she was very, very good ; 

But when she was bad she was horrid.” 

—and the expectation will be amply realised. The heroine’s character is 
not harmonious; indeed its contrasts are too extravagant. Ihe boo , 
althoup-h clever and amusing. ran hardlv be considered a success. 


Dear Editor, — Two educational problems of fundamental importance 
have lately been much discussed in the papers : — the amount and kin 
of Religious Instruction to be given in Elementary Schools, and the 
maintenance of Discipline there. In the London School Board, especially, 
the first of these questions has been a burning one for some mont s, 
owing to the, as it seems to me, rather unwise excess of zeal of some 0 
the Church party. At the same time, all who believe in the importance 0 
definite religious instruction must see to it that, whilst carefully sale- 
guarding the rights of individuals, such teaching forms part of the regu ar 
course of every school ; and I cannot do better than refer to an address by 
c eacon Wilson, vicar of Rochdale, as reported in the ICS 

hl7 mn 1 November 6th - He urges that we should not rest until * 
secure what all the Nonconformist bodies and the Church hold to 


BOOKS. 


937 

an essentia! of education-viz., instruction in ffiTmbhTas containing the 
mli and the revelation of God; and quote the words of the Rev. Hugh 
Price Hughes 1 believe strongly myself, and I do not hesitate to say 
here what I have said elsewhere, that the most awful mistake the Non- 
conformists of England made was when they accepted a secular basis for 
national education.” 

Turning to the second problem, that of Discipline, the London School 
Board has decided that the infliction of corporal punishment, which has 
hitherto been confined to head-teachers, may in future be delegated to 
assistants. The necessity for this step is well shewn in a letter dated 
October 19th to the Daily Chronicle by Mr. I. Zangwill, giving his own 
experience as a Board School teacher. He says that if our public schools 
cannot dispense with the birch, we must not expect moral suasion to be 
sufficient for the lower classes. “ The cane need not be used once a day, 
but it must always be in the background, invisible, but all-potent, the last 
argument of the schoolmaster. It should be more feared than seen, more 
seen than felt, but when felt, then felt indeed.” It is absurd asking the 
parents’ opinion, “ no one knows less what is good for a child than the 
average parent.” 

In the November number of the Atlantic Monthly is a plea for school 
libraries, especially in elementary schools, and an account of the method 
adopted in the State of Wisconsin, U.S.A., to encourage their promotion. 

In the same review the writer of an article called “ Spectacled School- 
boys ” points out that the increased use of glasses by boys and girls is no 
more evidence of race degeneration than the increase of lunatic asylums 
is a proof, as is often rashly assumed, of the increase of lunacy, or the 
growth of railways a testimony to our inability to walk, and urges that 
every person, children included, should have his eyes scientifically 
examined by an oculist {not an optician) with a view to the provision, if 
necessary, of suitable glasses. By this means many ailments such as 
so-called “bilious” headache would be prevented, and m man) cases the 
defects of vision may be so far remedied that the use of spectacles may be 

of the Nineteen* 

accidents to allow their sons ° J tv,pm selves^ savs “ Amateur 

1 believe, those who have never played ,t Xinence from 

football is infinitely less dangerous, in ® ’ generally indoor life, 

open-air exercise on the part of those ho lead *g«K J ^ drcula . 
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tion and purifying the blood, foot . practical lessons which it 
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’ ircums.ances of •>« fit, panic lost they should 
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system to make the development of character a secondary consideration, 
I would not care to face the responsibility of conducting a school were 
there not rooted in it, as I hope an imperishable tradition, an enthusiastic 
love of football” 

I should like to make long extracts from the article by Mr. Walter Wren 
in the Review of Reviews, for November, called “What is Education ?” 
Its wise hints wittily expressed on education, physical, mental, and moral, 
on handwriting, training the faculty of attention, the kind of reading that 
leads to knowledge, the teaching of science, and many other points make 
it worthy of study by all. *lhe same magazine contains another article on 
the “Gouin System,” and on two interesting educational experiments, 
“ Abbotsholme ” and “ Bedales.” 

In the Nineteenth Century for this month Mrs. Crackanthorpe discusses 
the difficult problem of the relations between mothers and their grown-up 
daughters, and is inclined to favour the claim now so often made by the 
latter for a share of the larger liberty enjoyed by their brothers. 

January 8th, 1894. PATER JUNIOR. 


Dear Editor,— I am very badly in want of copies of the Parenis' 
Review lor May, 1890, and May, 1892, and shall be happy to give one 
shilling each for those received in good condition.— Yours faithfully, 

8, Carlton Hill, N.W. Henry Perrin. 


THE “ P.R.” LETTER BAG. 


he Editor is not responsible for the opinions of Correspondents .] 

Dear Editor,— Having a great deal to do with little children I should 
like to make a few remarks particularly on the subject of “Accuracy and 
Unselfishness. ” I feel the great importance of inculcating these two 

habits when very young, as the two opposites, Inaccuracy and Selfishness, 
seem to me to be the foundation of many other faults. I have a Kinder- 
garten, and feel the responsibility of teaching little children, to be especially 
great, as they unconsciously imitate their teachers, and habits when young 
are so easily formed either good or bad. 

I am sure it is a very great help to a teacher when she feels she can talk 
freely about her pupils to their mothers, and co-operate in their endeavours 
to prevent at the beginning some particular fault becoming a more settled 

habit. • 

Kindergarten schools do aim at developing a habit of accuracy in all 
the lessons, but in my school I have especial lessons having this as their 
primary object ; these lessons can be very varied, I will only mention a few 

which I have found useful. ... 

1st. “ A Measuring Lesson.” After a little talk about a foot-rule I hold 

up various things and ask the children to say how many inches *ey think 
U P i3 across, generally speaking they draw a line the ^ “ 

their slates, and then measure and see for themselves ho* far they are 

wrong. ,, ~ child eoes outside the room and 

children describe where it is, in order that it may be easily y 

child outside. obiects with coloured card- 

3rd. In this lesson we make pa e , t they want in such a 

board “ forms,” the children asking in at{end {0 their V vants. I find 
concise way that the teacher can qu . of course I have only 

gtn'aTe^ brief 8 SSTftaE such lessons do really help to promote 
'•rset=n be =— ‘ ZZClJT £ 

it is most important to do this ' , K „t this is difficult and slow 


it is most important to do this this is difficult and slow 

; unselfishness is the ideal to a " ■ ^ ^ pleased and perhaps 

attain as it is generally natura w i s hes. In conclusion 1 will 

- UHe P-* "^chooUs a'verygreaT pleasure to me, as 1 love my work. 

only say that my school is a very g r .. 


conscious 
to attain as 


M. M. C. 


